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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 Course objectives  

The aim of the course is to prepare students for communication in the field of the profession. 

Particular emphasis is placed on the development of language skills (listening, speaking, reading 

and writing) and the introduction of vocabulary and grammatical structures characteristic for the 

professional language. It is important to develop the ability to use professional English, especially 

the ability to read and analyze original English professional texts and their interpretation and 

translation.                                                                                                                                                     The 

aim of the exercises is to develop communication skills, contrast and intercultural approach to 

topics. The grammatical structures necessary for writing and oral production are also taught in the 

exercises. The grammatical material is handled with particular reference to the categories that help 

to understand the professional text.           

1.1.Conditions to enrol the course  

Basic knowledge of English Language  

1.2.Expected learning outcomes of the course  
 

Outcome 1 Define and apply the underlying concepts in the area of English law. 

Outcome 2 
Apply adopted grammatical structures and vocabulary in written and oral 

expression. 

Outcome 3 
Distinguish types of business letters; understand words, phrases and sentences 

from texts that are being processed during class, translate professional text into 

Croatian language. 

Outcome 4 
Apply adopted grammatical structures in written and oral expression (all present, 

past and future tenses). 
 

Content of the course 



 

Week Topic (Unit) Outcome 

1. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE: ENGLISH LANGUAGE I 

WHAT IS MEANT BY LAW?  Definition of the term 'law' in the context 

of the legal system; other possibilities and approaches to the definition of 

the same term (anthropological, sociological, etc.); The term 'authorized 

coercion' 

O 1. 

2. ARTICLES – the use of definite and indefinite article O 2. 

3. 

STATUTE LAW IN BRITAIN  - conceptual secretion of terms 

'legislature','legislation' and 'adjudication' 

The Present Simple Tense / The Present Continuous Tense  

O 1./2. 

4. 
A DAY IN A CIVIL / CRIMINAL COURT – the division between civil and 

criminal low (Prosecutor vs. Plaintiff; 'judgement summons') 
O 1. 

5. 

SOURCES AND VARIETIES OF ENGLISH LAW -Principal categories of 

law in English legal theory 

THE PAST SIMPLE TENSE / THE PAST CONTINUOUS TENSE  

O 1./2. 

6. 
LEGAL PROFESSION IN ENGLAND – 'Solicitors' vs. 'barristers'; 

relationship with a potential client; the right of representation in the courts 
O 1. 

7. 1st midterm – consists of two sections and includes the outcomes 1-2. O 1-2. 

8. The Doctrine of Precedent – Hierarchy of Courts in England O 3. 

9. 
LEGAL AID – What is legal aid and who is it intended for? 

The Present Perfect Tense /  The Present Perfect Continuous Tense  
O 3./4. 

10. 
THE BITISH JUDICIARY – judicial power u England, judges   

The Past Perfect Tense / The Past Perfect Continuous Tense 
O 3./4. 

11. FUTURE TENSES  O 4. 

12. 
BUSINESS CORRESPODENCE: The Parts and Types of the Business 

Letter  
O 3. 

13. TENSES (the present, past and future tenses) O 4. 

14. 2nd midterm – consists of two sections and includes the outcomes 3-4. O 3-4. 

 

 

      1.3. Types of teaching:  
 

  
exercises   
work tasks     
 

 

1.4.Comments  

1.5. Obligations of the students 

Students are required to attend classes regularly, which means that attendance at classes is recorded 

by the signature of the student. Since the emphasis is on teaching and exercises, students are 

expected to actively participate in the teaching process, in individual and group work. In order to 

use English more successfully, students are also given various assignments (in class or as 

homework) that they are required to complete in order to take the final exam. 
 



 

1.6. Monitoring of students 
 

Attendance 
0,
5 

Activity in 
class 

0,5 Seminar paper  
Experimental 
work 

 

Written 
exam 

1
1 

Oral exam 1 Essay  Research  

Project  

Continuo
us 
assessmen
t  

 Report  Practical work  

Portfolio    Work tasks      

1.7. Assessment and evaluation of students' work during the classes and in  the final exam 

The final  grade  consists of: 
- Results of the 1st colloquium 
- Results of the 2nd colloquium 
- The results of the final exam 
- attendance and activitiy 
 

Example: point evaluation of learning outcomes on the exam 

 
Outc

ome 

O 1. O 2. O 3. O 4. Obligati

ons 

Total 

Min. 12 12 12 12 2 48+2 

Max. 24 24 24 24 4 96+4 

 
 

Grading is based on the following distribution of points: 

Number of points  Grade  

0,00-49,00 Unsatisfactory (1) 

50,00-59,00 Satisfactory (2) 

60,00-75,00 Good (3) 

76,00-90,00 Very good (4) 

91,00 or more Excellent (5) 

 
* Learning Outcome Challenge 

A student who has met the lower benchmark threshold for adopting knowledge, skills and 

competences from each learning outcome (achieved 12 or more points) can increase his/her 

acquired number of points through the so-called Learning Outcome Challenge. The student can 

earn up to 24 points through the extra credit. 

The Learning Outcome Challenge consists of writing a seminar paper on a given topic, making 

a presentation, a critical review of a court decision or designing a project/work in accordance with 

the approval of the lecturer. 

Important: The only way to increase the total number of points is with the Learning Outcome 

Challenge. Challenge points cannot be a substitute for points from the learning outcomes. 

 



1.8. Mandatory literature 

• Vićan, Pavić, Smerdel. Engleski za pravnike/English for Lawyers.NN, 2008 
• Grgić, Brihta. Engleski za svakoga/An English Grammar for Everybody. Školska 

knjiga 
• Ž. Bujas. Veliki englesko-hrvatski rječnik. Nakladni zavod Globus, Zagreb (ili 

drugi autori) 
• Handouts  

 

1.9. Supplementary literature 

• R. Murphy, English Grammar in Use, A self-study reference and practice book for 
intermediate students CUP, 1994 (ili novija izdanja) 

• Thomson A.J., Martinet A.V., A Practical English Grammar, Oxford University Press, 
Fourth Edition,1986. 

•  Thomson A.J., Martinet A.V., A Practical English Grammar-EXERCISES 1,2, Oxford 
University Press, Third edition,1986. 

• Ivir: Englesko-hrvatski upravno-pravni rječnik, Zagreb, 2002. 
• Urbany M.: Business Letters in English, Školska knjiga, Zagreb, 1995. 

 

1.10. Quality assurance methods that ensure the acquisition of exit knowledge, skills and competences 

Keeping records of students attendance and activities, and information on student 
progress through independent assignments and colloquia will provide information 
needed for further instructions to students in order to increase the efficiency of their work, 
and also the teacher will receive earlier feedback on progress of the students and in which 
direction to “strengthen” the exercises in certain parts of the teaching. Students are 
informed of  their rights and obligations, as well as with the methods of work and the 
necessary literature. 

 

 

 


